
South Asia fact sheets and prayer items

Country Afghanistan Bangladesh

Capital City Kabul Dhaka

Government Islamic Republic Parliamentary Democracy

Population 32,738,376 164,425,491

Major People Group Pashtun (42.70%), Afghani Tajik (26.20%), Hazara (12.90%) Bengali (94.30%), Others (5.70%)

Religion Muslim (99.85%) Muslim (89.01%), Hindu (9.10%)

Language Pashtu, Dari Bengali

GDP Per Capita (USD) $800 $2,300

Literacy Rate 28.10% 43.10%

Unreached 93.00% 87.90%

Flag

Prayer Items

- Pray for Afghans who are seeking truth to boldly embrace a new 

identity in Christ

- Pray for God to raise up spiritually matured leaders in 

the church who are committed to authentic discipleship

- Pray for protection over Afghan believers and perseverance 

despite suffering

- Pray for an outpouring of servants willing to reach out to 

Bengali Muslims in the name of Christ

- Pray that the New Testament can be distributed into the tribal-

controlled countryside

- Pray for long-term transformation in the tragic battle 

against extreme poverty

- Pray for appropriate and expedient solutions to ongoing threats 

of violence

- Pray for the Bangladeshi government: that they will 

manage the country’s natural resources with honesty and 

integrity

- Pray for the livelihood and psychological state of the widows 

and orphans who are recovering from 22 years of war

- Pray for God's protection over women and children, to 

prevent them from being sold as prostitutes, domestic 

servants and forced laborers

Source: Prayer Cast Online, Gospel for Asia Online & Operation World by Operation Mobilisation



Bhutan India

Thimpu New Delhi

Constitutional Monarchy Federal Republic

682,321 1,214,464,312

Tibetan/Himalayan (72.50%), South Asian (27.50% Indo-Aryan (76.00%), Dravidian (21.6%)

Buddhist (74.56%), Hindu (22.43%, Christian (2.11%) Hindu (74.33%), Muslim (14.20%), Christian (5.84%), Sikh (1.86%)

Dzongkha, Nepali Hindi, Bengali, Urdu, Gujarati, Punjabi

$1,400 $3,800

47.00% 67.00%

91.40% 86.90%

- Pray for Bhutan to once again open its doors to a 

vibrant Christian witness

- Pray that the cultural barriers of the caste system and Hinduism to be 

overcome by the gospel

- Pray that Christians to stand firm and multiply despite 

harsh treatment and harassment

- Pray for the faith of the Christians: that they would not falter despite 

persecution

- Pray for human rights abuses against the Nepali 

Bhutanes to be replaced by love and compassion in the 

name of Christ

- Pray for the good news of Jesus to reach every village and town

- Pray for a stable economy, which is closely linked to 

India through trade and the dependency on India's 

financial assistance

- Pray that discrimination, physical and sexual violence against women 

would be totally eradicated

- Pray that the majority of the population, who relies on 

agriculture and forestry for their livelihood, would reap 

fruitful harvest

- Pray for justice and hope in this nation plagued by oppresion, poverty 

and disease



Maldives Nepal

Malé Kathmandu

Republic Federal Democratic Republic

396,334 28,563,377

Indigenous (Darvidian origin) 80.00%, South Asian (20.00%) Indo-Aryan (79.00%), Tibeto-Burman (17.00%)

Muslim (99.04%) Hindu (71.00%), Buddhist (16.00%), Muslim (5.00%), Christian (1.00%)

Dhivehi of Sanskrit origin Nepali

$3,900 $1,500

96.30% 48.60%

66.70% 93.10%

- Pray for miraculous opportunities for Maldivians to hear the 

gospel

- Pray for lasting peace of Nepal - and for its people who have suffered so 

much to find the healing and redemption of Christ

- Pray that the government's attempts to keep the gospel away 

from the people would instead be a motivation to make the 

Maldivians seek our one true God

- Pray for the leadership training structures to be established that would train 

godly leaders for the growing Nepali churches

- Pray that drugs, violence, terrorism and the occult practices to be 

supernaturally replaced by salvation in Jesus

- Pray for the Nepalese abroad to encounter the gospel and embrace it

- Pray that there will be rules and regulations that deter the coral 

mining around the islands

- Pray for the Nepalese who are affected by severe droughts and food crisis on 

yearly basis

- Pray that the Maldivians would want to place importance on their 

marriages, and that polygamy not be an acceptable practice

- Pray for the new Nepali government to lead wisely and justly as they battle 

the country's immense economic problems



Pakistan Sri Lanka

Islamabad Colombo

Federal Republic Republic

176,242,949 21,481,334

South Asian (81.40%), Indo-Iranian (18.10%) Sinhala (75.90%), Tamil (14.30%)

Muslim (95.80%), Christian (2.45%), Hindu (1.60%) Buddist (70.02%), Hindu (12.80%), Muslim (8.52%), Christian (8.38%)

Urdu, Punjabi Sinhala, Tamil

$2,600 $5,700

49.90% 21.30%

96.50% 86.00%

- Pray for breakthroughs in reaching spiritually 

oppressed people living in areas currently beyond the 

reach of a Christian witness

- Pray for freedom of religious expression without proposed anti-conversion 

laws

- Pray that God's protection would be with the Christians 

who lives in constant reality of abuse, abduction, rape 

and murder

- Pray for growth and maturity for the indigenous churches

- Pray for leaders of integrity to carefully navigate 

ongoing tensions with neighbors which threaten the 

nation's stability

- Pray for fair treatment of Sri Lankans who work outside the country

- Pray that children from poor families will be able to 

attend school

- Pray for the reduction of social issues, i.e. alcoholism, suicide,  violence and 

rape

- Pray that the strongholds of Islamic extremism and 

terrorist violence to be broken and rendered powerless

- Pray for physical and relational healing after a generation of civil war


